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This, ny old and rare, is the ~enuine 63rd issue of JLNATRON,
che take 1t or leave it fanzine dedlcated tc the Proposition that any-
body who drinks martinis on the rocks has roecks in his head, For those
of you who keed track of suech thinsge: this is 2lso the 15th annish,
Bir deal. 3But, come to think of 1%, there aren'i too many fanzines
around that cazn look back on 15 years of continuous triviality.

PAY ATTEVTIO.. HOW..THORZ'S A SURPRIST IN THIS FALAGLAPH:

DINATEROY is edited and published by Hoy Tackett at 915 Green Valley
Joed Nd, Albuquerque, New Hexico 87107, USofA on a ZJenerelly quarterly
basis., (Wothinz surprisins there, you say?) 014 chums, inflation hes
finally cauzht up with me. Paper is up, ink is up, stencils are up
and, most of all, postaze is up and 70inzy moreso. So starting with
the next issue DYVATRON will cost you 50#4 per issue. Or a fanzine in
trade. o freebies. No copies for letters of comment. Scrry about

that but...as the used to say in Mitanni, that's the way the chariot
wheel turns.

CONT =TS

WEITINGS IY THZ SAND...wherein Roytac says little about nothinz and
(Sigh) fays aL7e ‘poorly this time a‘roundu.-....o-..--.-......---....--3

OJZ SHOT, NO BULLSZYZ...wherein Dainis Bisenieks looks at a bookeaa9

ATLANTIS - SCITNCE FICTION OR FACT?s..wherein Devid Ginshury takes on
the old myth..............---....................-......-n......u.lz

F=ZZDBACK. « o Whereln are letters or p@,l‘ts LR O otdfois v o s o oo dimiate ariion olL-'

The cover is by Arthur Thomson. You betchum,
Note for HiWjr: It's from the files, Harry, an oldie.
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Nextish: Jovember or December.



WEITINGS IN THiE SAND

Accordiny to the blozraphical data in Harry Warner's All Qur Yes-
terdays, Claude Degler was 55 vears old in May of this year. That
Tives one pause to think. It has been more than thirty years since
Cosmic Claude made his sreat missionary journeys around the country
tryinz to spread his utopian 7ospel throushout fandom. Thirty years.
How many <enerations of fen does that encompass?

Desler had picked up
on the idea that stfans are somehow different, more intellizent for one
thinz, from the ordinary people amon~ whom they live. “That thousht
did not originate with Dezler. Its bezinnings are hidden far back in
the mists of eofandom and I doubt that it can be sald to have orizina-
ted with any single fan; more likely a number of early fen came to that
conclusion, Certainly the idea was tentatively put forwzrd by a number
of fans before Dezler came on the scens. And if you think it is com-
bpletely dead today - you haven't been reading the fanzines very closely.

The subject of mutation provided the basgis for a number of sf
storles in the late 30s and early H40s., Desler seized upon the concept
that fans were different and concluded they must be a mutation, that
the small number of fans were the vanzuard of the next step up of the
human race. (Fans are slans?) In his view fans were "Cosmic IMen" and
they, or their descendents, were destined to shake loos the bonds of
garth and spread throuzhout the universe. .

Lexler came out of Indiana as

e messlah. He wanted to ormanlze fandom into the Cogcmic Clrcle, to
encouraze the Coslien to assume leadershlp in the world so they could
fulfill their destiny., Certainly he had thouxats about buildinz a new
race of men using fans as secd. For a couple of years Dezler traveled
about Horth America, hitchhlking mostly and subsisting on very little,
tryiny to brinz his word to fans and to establish chapters of the Cos-
mic Circle as rallyinz points. He met with hostility and ridicule for
the most part. World Yar II was razinz and perhaps Desler's thouszhts
on Cosmic Men were too close Lo the Nazi concenpt of the Master Race
althoush Dexler was ardently anti-dazi, He eventually zave up, it
seems, and faded into fannish lezend. Fandom rejected the idea of a
cosmlc connection and became a sort of postal version of Miss Pym's
Thursday afternoon literary society.

=3 I never had any direct contact
Wwlth Dexlers While he was city-hoppinz, I was island hoopinz. My
souvenir copy of the prorram for the first Fanquet contains the scrawl-
ed slznature of "Claude Dezler" so I probably met him althouzh I have
No recollection of it,

In any event Dexler is, for better or worse,
gone from the fannish scene but the lmpact of this shadowy fizure is
§T1ll felt and his name still comes up when fans zet tosether. And
sometlmes there is Speculation abo?t an alternative world of ifa...

Be realistic - demand the impossible.
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Ag_you have surely ohserved this lstue of DYJAATEON is somewhat
»1otes I seriously cousgidered Sivply kiiline thef=zine off or else cut-
tinz back to distribution #lmply throuzh FAPA, Iaflation is huniaams
by pocketbook and DYNATRON ig somethini of a lurtury item. The costs of
stencils, paper and, above all, bostaze are all up and climbinz higher.
S5till I really didn't want to break a 15 year old strinz and I've still
7ot a few thinzs to Say.

I don't ordinarily discuss mundane things in
tviese pazes but a few eXxamples of some of the recent increases in cost
£ living misht prove instructive, Compare them to what is happeninc

in your areq, i
Automebile insurance bpremiums jumped by more than 30%,
Jow automobile insurance ls one of the bigzest rackets in the world and
1f I had my druthers I'd druther not mess with it, However, I work for
the federal sovernment and must take my vehicle onto the lceal military
Teservation. The insurance companiecs have a zcod thinz solns--one can-
not drive on federal Property without insurance, An excellent egample
of how the government indirectly subsidizes the money business.,
The
Fublic Service Company~=-an inappropriate name--has for some time added
2. "coBt of fuel adjustoent" to our electriec Lills. One can find some
jgstification for thal because the price of the xag and coal used to
fire their zenerators has zone up. The company recently approached
the state Publie Service Commisslon (the similarity in names would ap-
Peéar to be more than coincidental) with s request that they be allowed
to 2dd an "Indexing" charse to thaels bills. Despite protests from the
QUblic the Public Service Commission zrauted the request of the Public
;erYice Company, (A1l that publioc service is bezinning to zet to me.)
igffegxg°tim?ediately added » charge of 9% to Lheir bills for "Index-
tOJeXDlei ng Oqt‘lafge negspaper.advertisements and sent outLbrochures
ZObbeidfmgoklpdexlnx to tng public, When all of tlhe double-talk and
500X 15 swept away it turns out that "Indexinz" is sinply a
Zuarantee the company a 93% return over whatever profit they
Normally make,
nitted ag i éntexeCUtiYe of ?ubSeero it talked o ot Ehe ?ecord ad-
bl e D he said, it's necessary 1f we are to continue to
over, he %aidr¢clcgm$aﬂy? 5 e eithgr tlat or have the zovernment take
out a quaim. 'You‘doggi?imbthat~; would opt for that altergatlye with-
BE fE moh ST e baying ‘Toxr 3 th s gaid., Ahy ! T “sgid,s bt
So=-callegd Wov;rgﬁiég o %S obv}ous that_gven aftgr all ?hese years of
Sitadl s mn& ou; ":ﬂblgon Rl aﬂdnregulatlon, business st111 pulls the
inv01§edmin iy hizpnlzqsergﬁ?;% Serve only that part"of the public
readers tell us, Byt T have groey o oll, CONGTessmen, " our community
CIE AT o, o AR e O Rt difficglty decidinz--should I write to the
" o 0il1. ox the senator frum food angd liquor or to the repre-
Sentative fropm insurance?
: With an national election cominz up next year
175 RSl oLy one BiE of dvioor theow'sut alt iasumtonter I
TR h A Sgpportn E Penera} but throw them out. And kesp throw-
i = recalls-=any recall, Inpeach the bustards,

Of course, onc could orTani 58 Lrot :
one i 2Ey TONE _bri3anize mass jrotests if
1€ 13 not afraid of zetting gassed by the National Guard,



I have on hand 2 letter firom s-os ovkfit callins itsclf "Science

flction Services and BEicrin: to sell wo, for cnly one dollar, infor-

- kation ‘on something called "SF TPO 76" which will be the "zreatest e-
vent in SF fandom." Sure, : _

) I really can't imagine any fan, even the
veriest neo, beins taken in by this particular effort. The odor of
fich is extremely hizh, b

Let me say, thoush, that if any of Dynatron's
:820ere are interested in such a deal, let me know., I can fix you up
Wwith some real bzrzains in southwestern land and some snake oil.,

As those of you who zet the various Albuquerque fanzines know we
kid a lot about Plague and even call our local conference the Bubonicon.
Plague is endemic arould here and there are a2 few cases every year. liost
are quickly diagnosed and curad, However the number of cases this year
1s up sharply and a couple of deaths have occurzd, The latest death
Wwes from Plasue in the pneumonic foym rather than the bubonle form.

The Public Health Peoble are understandably concerncd because pneumonic
Plazue is, so to speak, nothing to be snevzed at, Sal diliaria works in
a local biological lab and reports that chipmowiks and the iike suffer-
iny from the pneumonic form are being picked up in the local mountains.
in New liexico at least, old chuuns, the Black Death is marchins,

Science fictidnal convercsation overhéard at Bubonicon 7
He (I think): Uh, like, you know.
She (I think): Oh, wow,

So much for the counter-culture.,

With Bubonicon 7?7 out of the way the Albuquerque ST Society decided
i1t was time for elections, Jack Speer was continued in office as Mbder-_
ator by acclamstion, Roy Tackett siezed the Secretary's post in a :
fine demonstrstion of deinocracy in action-~nobody zot to vote. Jeff
Slaten volunteered for the Charimanship of Bubonicon 8 and we'll have
more about thet as plans develop. S

A

We did manage to zet to liestercon 28 gl theughiT ~am sg il of thé
opinion that anybody who would. spend the Independence Day weckend in
downtown Oakland is a little- stranze. Come to think of it one_has‘to
be a little Strange to zo into downtoun Oakland a2t any time. Vestercon
28 was...comme ci, comme ca. There were far £oo nany small children
running around loose, barticularly on the elevators. There were far
too many hard-looking "guards" in evidence. I suppose that in these
days when all sorts of stranze people are attracted to SF cons they are
Necessary but they are o pain in the ass. One is led to sugzest that
those convention functions which regqulre the prescnge offguards be
eliminated from the nrogramminsg,

The' Huzo winners, just in case you hadn't heard: The Dispossesed by
LeGuin, - A Song for Lya'by Martiny Adrift Just Off the Isletls of Langer-
hans by Ellison, The Hole lian by Niven. . Editor: Ben Bova,_@rtlstf . |
Kelly Freas, Dramatic: Younsg Frankenstein, Fanzine: The Allen eritie
(end hello to you, sponsers of the FEAAAAAAAAAK awards), Bost fanwriter:
Gels, Best fanartiss Rotsler. " ; : :
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"When it comés to justice we hove traditionally put our faith
1n the ballot box and the jury b0x ..d, if they fail, the car-
tridne box."...sAnonymous caller on a radio prozram,

I have, as you know, made various remarks about the low state of
sclence flction in these modern days. At Yestereon someone asked me
if I had been readinz the magazines lately. I confessed that I read
AJNALOG each month but hadn't looked at any of the others for quite a
thile. Ah, ha, I was told. You're missing the good stuff., It's in
the magazines, Really?

I bought a copy of the July issue of GALAXY.
The lead story is Svncope & FusHe "A Neo-Menippean Rhodomontade" by
Robert Sheckley., Hmmmm, I know whet g syncope is and I know what a
fugue is but the combination as a title is meaningless as 1s "a Neo-
Menlppean Rhodomontade." If anyone has any idea what a "Neo-Menippean
Rhodomontade™ is..,.keep it to yourself, I don't want to know. Overall
Sheckley is a pretty zood writer although he has a tend:ncy towards
cutesiness. That can be quite distressing. There really 1sn'i'-muchk
of a story here although there is a messagze that direct action is some-~
times better than arsument and I'1ll 30 along with that. I suppose this
wag bouzht simply to put Sheckley's name on the cover of the magazine,
I can't imagine any other reason.

Then there 1s "A Robert Sheckley

Selection” titled Zyes I Bare Not lieet In Dreams by William Chait.
This one starts off: "Stately, plump Bartleby Scrip comes from the

stairhead, mortally, morbidly, bored and depressed.” Yes. And so am
I,

Jerry Pournelle has Tinker and, hey now:i, here is a fine, exciting
Science fiction story. Great. This one concerms a tram freighter
knocking about the asteroids. Fnjoyable.

? The Thinker of Tryllmynrein
by Joh Des Cles concerning politics, etc., in the future is also quite
readable and damned zood extrapolation.

: I skimmed part 3 of Helium by
Arsen Darnay because it 1sn't easy to pick up a story two~thirds of
the way through. What I did read here didn't really make we want to
search out parts 1 and 2.

Finally there is Magna Wave by Sam Nicholson
W?iﬁh 1s a filler. It isn't bad but it isn't anythiny to braz about
e eXr, \

So the good stuff is in the magazines? The July GALAXY had two
stories of better than average quality, one average short, and two
not worth bothering with. No Judgement on the serial but I wasn't im-
pressed with what 1little I read of it. :
But, yes, I'm zoing to get the
next issue. Two better than average stories is more than one can find
in the host of original anthologlies on the stands.

: And then there is Mandrill by Richard Gardner (Pocket Books
#80047, $1.25) whieh is an absolutely infuriating book. Gardner
Sketches in an extremely plausible and realistic background of a time
some 25 years hence (or a little less) and then produces an utterly
stupid story. This is blurbed "The compulsive fascination of Chariots
of the Gods" and "A chilling novel of man's space-born ori~zins™. One
must admit that Gardner was determined to touch all bases and get as

broad an audience as possible. He gives us a touch of Planck of fthe
£ped (one of the movie vermions) whore we find apes and monkeys pro-
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crammed to do the monotonous and meninl chores that men aren't fond ef, -
although it would seem that in the ex~liles he cites straight autcma-
tion would be simpler and cheaper. lie zives ve bLiz dozeg of Von Dagni-
ken., (Do you find Charilots of the Geds compulsively fascinating? I
find 1t full of superstitioh and ignorance. )

On page 11 Gardner intro-
duces us to one of the main characters of his story, a mandriil which
weighs in at 300 pounds, THRER HUNDRED POUNDS? A big male may go to
&0 pounds but EUEEESS 0Y, This 200 pound wandrill is the repository of
all the world's Incwledge, indeed back to tho cays of the dincsaurs and
beyond and was one of the chief geds of the Hgyptians which allows Gard-
ner to drag in a lot of Egvptology. lie, the amendrill, iekembers when
all the creatures we—e present, except man who ig, apparerntiy the re-
sult of the unnatursl union between godlike spacemen and junissie aves
which is why we are what we ara and the mark or tne besst is on us and
if we could onty vurify the race and breed bacl to the suacelien andaas
ecc}'lo

As is common with von Daarilkenecchs and religious fundamentalists,
Gardner takes all sorts of whacks at evolutions. vy theory, particularly
88 1T applies to man. He tells us that evoiution isn't so that, for
instance, equus and eohippus existad side by side (eohippus got et?)
and homo saps is no Trelation to any of the fossil men (ah, but to the
Jungle apes???).

Mendrill by Richard Gardner, Mostly garbaze. Not
recommended,
-
One has to admit tha* the conventional anthropological picture
of the development of man is getting a bilt razsed and anthropologists
ane tearing their hedp in the light of recent discoveries. Such as
the DOSitivs dating of a howo sap skull from Californis to 50,000 B.P.
Such as homg erectus fossils from Australis datied to only 30,.0C0 B.P.
Such as some of the younger Leakey's rscent finds in east Africa which
Seem to have "homo" exlsting prior to australopithecus,
There's going

©o be some mighty re-writing of textbooks in the newr future if it gets
all sorted out,

"Behold the 3iant anthrovoid. Beware his crookzsd thumbs,”
--Roger Zelazny, Doorways Ll The Shnd

If you have not read Zelazny's Doorways In The Sand you have

=

nissed a good one, Highly recommended)

And in case you haven't heard,

all you Dune fans, Herbert's thlrd Dune novel starts in the January
issue orf ANALOG,
¥

Another observation in our continuing observaticns of possible
changes in %the climate: we stopped at T.ake Tahoe to check on extended

trail rides.in the High Sierra. The gulde who would take the horses
out shook his head. Not this Sammer, he said. The snow in the upper
Passes %was still too deep and he really didn't think it would melt
Shoush to opea the trails. In foel, he said, it snowed up there last

week., That wag Bl S 08 ofy July - Tt d t »ivae
R oy hY <+t does,I tell you, give one
X
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I mentioned a couple of pases back thot there wes some talk of
Aibuquerque bidding for the 1977 VWestervon but I really do not expect
to see any such bid materialize, Unless come new life is bresthed into
the club, Bubonicon 7 may well be the last hurrah of the Albucuergue
Sclence Fiction Society. There seeus little Interest, even among the
solid core of rezulars, in keeping *the. club funcinadas,

I have been sitting around for weels Imowing that I shovld really get on with
publishing this issuwe, T had originally intended to get it out in late July but here
it is late August and all the stencils are not yet cut. 1ust be the swwmer doldrums
for T note a lack of fanzines in the mailbox which indicates that fan vuboing is in
a slaclk season. ilothing to sunply the Spanlesea

At the Auzust meeting of the ASFS,
which was held, very briefly, outsice the regular meeting hall because our enthusiasm
vas such that no one got tle ey...(1ile Xring usually mukes tle arrangements but he
made a trip to El Paso and as'ed Sal dillaria to get the ley. 8Sal sob sick and didn't
get in touch Ath agayone else.)...Kring aslked yardeman if ihat girl revorter had got-
ten in touch -rith him. rngirl reporter?i, Dob asliad, "yechy Tike said, "she wanted
to lmow about the club so T told her to zet in touch wi.th you,!

About 10 days later

T had jugt gotten in from work and had my head in the fridge looking for olives.

There's a Dorothy Ilow: wants you to call nep, Chyys<said,

‘Thoshe? T asked. Are e out of olives?

She's a resorter for the Tribune. Use those little green tomatoes.

Jittle green tomatoes in a martini? T poured the gin out of the malthamulkas
into the glasses. Did she say what she wanted?

Something about the science fiction club. Dorothy Wouclk. That sounds fami-

Houck, Arizona. 71ittle green tomatoes?
So T called Dorothy Houk {(no icit),

She had been talidng to Vardeman and he referred her to me., She was, it seems, doing
a feature about t:e local science fiction scere and the W AUF ngconing Bubonicon.
Vardeman had filled her in on most of the details and hacd referred her to me as 1
"was one of the ancients and had fourded the Albuguer~ue 37 club."® T nled guilty to
the latter but allowed that I was 7just a neo commared to some others knocking about
the field but she seemed to think that L0 years of interest in st made me ancient
enough to quote. She wanted +o know what kent me interested in the field after L
that me, "Mabit," T said, :

"le chatted for zbout a half-hour about science fiction
t it mas and what it wasnit and how the ASFS came to be and all that. Very
nt although I shuddered at the thought of what her story would be when it an-

) Which it did about a weel: 1ater in the JOURNAL, not the TRIBUME. oOn the
whole the story wasn't bad. A few errors slipned in, more the result of the inter—
views being conductcd by telephone than anything else, I suspect. She got some of
her quotes mixed uo, too, but all things considered the article came out better than
I expected. 1% Houk treated her subject seriously rather than vith the usual conde-
scending tone one usually expects from the nevsngpers., And it was good fa a half-
nage, too,.

I wonder if Iittle green tomatoes are what little green men put in

their martinis?
P)..-ﬂ-‘."-'ﬂ--.-'_-I

.
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DATITS DISENITEKS

I have just read The lew Atlantis, edited by Silberberg (Hawthorne Books, %7.95).
“alf its content I am not TikeIy To read again., Tow, T thought, three novellas--by
Tiptreel Wolfel! IeGuinjiti! Mo, itts not a total loss, but a category of story de-
fined itself in my mind, a typically disanpointing feature of science fiction, the
story which cannot be read more than once.

This is not quite identical vAith the 90% residue left by Sturgeon's Law, nor
with the story (usually blessedly short) which eixists only for the sale of tlk last
line, The short ones with an idea only, one dim bulb, we can dismiss at once. JSut
the fault is one that SF suffers from to the extent that it is a literature of ickas.

low we wouldntt read (or write) SF if we werent't interested in ideas. Yet it's not a
road on which every milestone is only to be left behind, There are stories and novels
“re remember with pleasure and like to return to. ihat makes them re-readable? A

scene vividly realized; a mood:; the characters; the trouble they get into and usually

get out of; humor. Certainly we have to have characters, whether flat-eyed or bug-
eyed,

Iet me distinguish two kinds of these. One is !mown and remembered for the
qualities of mind and character he has throughout. e doesnot become, he is: Sher-
lock Holmes, Bertie Wooster and Jeeves, ir. Tickrick. Any of them could be imagined
in many other, yet ummitten stories. Tn SF, MNicolas van Rijng R. Daneel Qlivaw:
perhaps Barlennan. The test is whether we irant new stories. 0of course, we zre in-

terested also in the setting and the ideas an author can bring into the stories--
especially in SF.

The other kind is revealed as a wersonality in the story, and if another story
were called for, he woulc have to change, to cevelop furthér. (How many do ire have in
SF?) But I don't think characterization is an end in itself. A story should, first,
say something about a particular person (homo sapiens or not) confronting such oppo-
sition and finding such help as the universe can be imagined to offer. And in so
doing it should (T am risldng being sententious) say something about lMan; and any
Creature we can syrmathetically imagine will be human.

To.say something about Man: I don't mean the old not of message, now. I mean
only that the story should work on the reader, engecc his feeling., He should say:
That was somebody, that was: and so T cared about the victery or the defeat that came
to him., TE¥ was his particular character and fate that shaped events, but they showed
something about what all reople desire or fear. WNow that!s aiming quite high, and in
SF we are often satisfied with ideas and deeds even if we don't get really good char-
acters of either kind, Action is a stanle of popular fiction; well, at least it does
not face us with images of the Futility of Tt All.

But science fiction, as a literature of ideas, can imagine a universe in which
man is not the free and indemendent creature he fancies himself. 'le have had stories
by Heinlein and icConnell in which he is no more than a laboratory culture. e have
had various novels by Vonnegut--so it goes——distinguished at least by wit and inven-
tion. I ean re-read Vonnegutts books, but my pleasure is mixed vith vexation: for
surely the idea of the fubtllity of hwian effort camot be tonbemplated with pleasure.
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hatever interest the vorks of, say, Xafka or Greene hold, ther do not give the kind
cf literary pleasure I looic for, T felt siclk at heart for two dars after reading
Orient Express-—and that was one of Greene’s ‘entertainments?, Aliost all modern no-
vels T have tried reading disappointed me more nrofoundly than did the commonnlace
failures of commonplace SF. The SF was merely bad: some of the mainstream fiction
was evil,

I come at last to Tintree's v jowentary Taste of Being", taking un half the
nook--ninety pages of unsightly sane-serif type. Tt is the story of an interstellar
exbedition on an urgent quest of a newhome for humanity, A nlanet has been found,
and the exploration teams dontt seem to be twlling the whole truth. A life-form has
been broucht back, again uncer disturbing circumstances, and when it is brought forth
for exsmination all the crew (excent the narcator) fall nrey to an irresistible attrac-

tion. The narrator at the end offers his explanation. 1ill T spoil the story if T
tell you the secret? Yes, probably., <rell, then, I won't., But then it's a one-shot
story? vYes, nrobably.

The story does have characterization: its nersons ave individualized; the rela-
tions among them (including sexual) have variety., One can contemplzte the increasing
departures from the norm under the influence, as is revealed bit by bit, of the alien
11%e, form. (call it a tyrical modern SF »uzzle story. But T cannob neme any kind of
literary pleasure that I got from it. The characters all got "wasted", but T did not
find their fate tragic because they never atteined the needed stature, ‘'or did the
story offer me the fascination of strangeness that we look for in SF. T felt let
down, I camnot imagine anyone reading it for the nleasure of its total effect.

Ursula Le Guints "The Vew Atlantis", 26 pages (a novella???) could be called an
eco~doom story, with svmbolic or at least enigmatic overtones. Tts this-worldly
thread tales place in pmerica, in a despoiled world 1lile that alluded to in several
stories of the [Tainish cvcle, Zvervonet's lives are reginented by a bureaucracy:
meretricious things have fancy names, A woman is returning from an obligatory sort
of vacation, Wyilderness Week", and finds her husband, a mathenaticsl nhysicist, back
from Rehabilitation Carp. Tle has found a cheap way to get power, much power, from
sunlight, but the puthorities wish to sumnress it., He meets with sore colleagues,
and they Joyously-sadly tall: of what could be done for the world.

; And here is where the two threads of the story join up. TFor the oceans have
oeen rising, new continents about to appear in their centers while the old lands,
earthquake-shaken, subside. In italicized inset passages, mysterious beings tell of
the return of time and light to their world and anticipate how "the water will break
and stream white dowm the white sides of the towers; and run down the steep streets
into the sea.m fThe physicists seem in a mysterious way to know of this. So the old
ruined continents are doomed, for all the optimism purveyed by the Authorities, and
?he narraftor thinks of leaving her story in a bottle on the hillside where it will
Tloat away,..

What kind of pleasure do T get from this story? 7hat does it tell me about the
human spirit?

The attraction of the nuzzle, seeing how the parts fit together.

The characters have dignity in their suffering. 7Tt has been the authorts forte
To show this. Ttt!'s one strong reason T can re-reac her work, The stvle is another.

I confess to an impatience with eco-doom stories, though, whether they can be
treated as prophecy, warning, or svmbol. T detasted The Sheep ook Tm. T was deeply
unhapny with the chemical salvation offered in stand on Zanzibar. vYet why shouldntt
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fiction contermlate a had future? Suvrelv many evils are nnssible, and acquaintance
with their nature would be 211 to the gocd? And, for that matier, SP doesn't have to
treat of »robable rorlds only, dozss it?

laybe someone else can explain why those objections are valid. T'm not recon-
ciled to doom; Itm tired, by now, of having my nose rubbed in the dirt that humanity
2an produce, Se what we!ll come to if we don't watch out! Dare I say the nicture is
exaggerated, that America could not couvincingly become the bursaucratic state shown
JEre? T dogt sahe dignity shovm in the central characters is dimirished by the lack
of it in those who made their world:; wmen of straw for all that I can see. QOr mere
symbols, lilte the characters of Xalka? T dontt Imow when T!'ve been in the mood for
REnEEE

Gene folfets "Silhouette", some 50 pages, is far-out-science fiction, a story of
an exploration shin beset by factions that believe in occuit powers, I cannot say T
understood it after one reading, nor might I be able to do it Jjustice in e summary
eVenl afTer seversl, Those who liked nThe Fifth Head of Cerberus® and "The Death of
Dr. TIslandn may like this one: Tolfe is nocd at creating a mood of stiangeness by the
portrayal of settings and types of veonle that are really different. Several readings
might be needad before the ~uzzie clicks satisfvingly into Shape; do we have here the
New van Vogt? But T hove the feeling the story is slightly overponulated: no charac—

ter stood out after =y reading as did those of "The lew Atlantish,

I don't want to male 2 lawr, to define what a writer may not survrise and nlease
me with., But what does it take then to redeem a story about the defeat of humanity?
How are we touched by the fates of the people in such a story? ~hat if the M.I.C.E.
had won? or Sauron? Qr Boskone? i ™7

DATNTS "BISEWIRKS
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ATIAMTIS - SCTZICT FICTINT QR TACT?
by

DAVID D, GTI'SRURG

lanitind has long been fascinated by the myth of Atlantis. 1700 items written
about ftlantis werc accounted for in 1926, Todey its been estimated that the number
is 5000. fThe first mention of Atlantis, and the source for all subseguent descris-
tlons, is the Timaeus and Critias of Plato (c. 350 B.C.). Some have considered this
to be the firsY science fiction story. On the other hand, there does annear to be
Sonhe basis of fact in plato!s account. Tn this paper T "rill examine Plato!s account
of Atlantis in view o7 the knowledge possessed by classical (reece, and atternmt to
senarate his fictionalizing from the facts. A reading of the Timasus and the Critias
ould be helpful. T AR i A,

There is strong evidence that the origins of the myth lie in the volcanic ex~
plosion of Thera and the consequent destruction of iinoan Crete in 170 B.C. Idinoan
civilization was advanced and a sea power. (Crete is in some respecus physically simi-
lar to Plato's descrintion. Also it lias been shown that Thera could have resempled
Plato's concentric deéscription of Atlantis. Bulls seem to be' of some significance in
both Plato!s account and Cretan wortravals, It is ossible , nowever, that the above
details vere merely grated to an already existant cdeluge nyth because of their

similarities, The ultimate origin of the myth may lie buried far back in the history
of mer,

But vhat happened to the story between then and the time Plato told it? There
is no trace of the story before Plato. There is no evidence to nrove Ploto!s asser-
tion that there was 2 vritten record in the Tgyptian temple. There is no reason to
necessarily believe that the story came from ITzy»t and the Greek world was unaware
(or had forgotten) the Theran explosion. Perhans Flato introduced this nedigree of
the myth to add credence to his story, for the classical Creels revered the ancient
wisdom of the Egyotians.

© is my oninion that the Atlantis story was a rather obscure follrtale
(whether or not it did in fact come from Fgypt), and in any case was transmitted by
word of iouth, not by writing. This would account for the garbled and exaggerated
nature we find it in, and for the apparent introduction of "foreign! elements (e.g.
Sugrestions of America, Tartessos, etc.), Plato continually emphasizes the oral na-
ture of the story. In the Timaeus Critias exnlains that the story was handed dowm
in his family, and in the CTitias he states that the story was told to him as a
child and ho»ses that he can vemember it.

The disnlacement of the island from the liediterranean to the west could be at-
tributed to the unwillingness of the Greels to accept such an advanced civilization
in their owm backyard, and the Pillars of Hercules marked the limit of their geo—
graphical knowlecge. Carthage, an imperiali&¥ic sea nower in classical times, was
to the west of the Greek world and could have also been incorvmorated into tle Atlan-
tis story. The Carthaginian warshins blocked Greel: access to the irestern ;editer—
ranean, thus accounting for the Grecks! hasy knowledge of,  and semi-fabulous opinion
of this area. 7Tn Plato's account, it should be remenbered, stlantis had become a
vicious state and tried to conquer the entire Tediterranean. The exvlenation that
Crete was west of Egynt where the story is said to have originated, is possible, but
not necessary.
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T dontt think that Plato made u» the story himself anc is writinz science fiction

as deCarm asserts. Rather, it is my oninion thet Plato recognized that the myth re-
presented a factual basis, and attermted to svnthesize the triinh from the garbk d
story he heard. In other words, Plato is not the origianator of the =yth, but he is
the first of many hundreds to atte =t to extract the Hruth from the myth, T think
lhis accounts for the manner in which Plato presents his dialog. Plato nresents 5t-
lantis as "logost (logos being a true account), not 'myth", because he is trying to
present the truth behind the myth. This is inportant. Usually Plato lets us know
when he is relating a myth., Atlantis he presents as truth.

e know that plato believed it ~roner to lie in certain cases (i.e. “the noble
liem)., And this is just what he is doing in the Critias. TFor some reason (nossibly
To add credence to his account) he felt it necessary to give details of this great
Atlantean civilization, and none, of course, being available, he made them up hinself,
For this reason I don't think e should give much credence to the fantastic descrip-
tion of Atlantis nresented in the Crifias, and should rely only or :he brief account
presented in the Timaeus. In any Grse, whatever plstotls actual reisons were for
giving up, the meTe TacT that he did leave tle Critias incomplete should warn us not
to rely too heavily upon it. T A

So what do we have left now? e have an island, larger than Tibya and Africa,
outside the pillars of Tercvles, and a brief account of the war between Athens and
Atlantis and their Subsequent destruction as allegedly rena ted by the Zgyotian
priests. Nothing very improbable about that. 7e have = fanciful description of At-
lantis, which should be treated with skepticism, And we have hundreds of even more
fanciful cdescriptions, explanations, meanings, etc., of itlantis from the enthusiasts
and nuts that have followed,

The vast array of conflicting, yet apparently equally valid, theories derived
from the myth mgy be confusing. Yet, one cannct expect a follitale to be consistent.
Actual recent occurences are, comnonly added to an old follrtale if it fits. 1That re-
sults is a tale based on facts from diverse times ardnlaces. Such contradictions
should not lessen onets evaluation of the individual elements of the story, or the
story as a whole. Atlantologzists have discovered many diverse locations for Atlantis
based on such evidence., For this reason it is irrelevent to actually come out and
say "Atlantis was here.” A1l one can do is evaluate and trace back the various ele-
ments in the story, T personally believe that ilinoan Crete is 2 major element in the
story. There are many supporting facts, and few inconsistencies. 3But it is impos-
sible to determine the original story. Perhans the I4inoan Crete element is Just the
latest imprint on an ancient deluge legend. Arong those trying to "find Atlantis,
either everyone is wrong, or everyone is right.

What does all this have to do with "belief" in Atlantis? Wot very much. There
exists a rational explanation for every element of the myth - some of which we have
already discovered; some of which we will discover; and some of which will always re-
main in the realm of conjecture. So what? After all is exnlained we are left with
‘inoan Crete (or something else), not Atlantis. Tt is impossible to nrove the exis-
tence of Atlantis. Atlantis never existed except in the minds of men.

DAVID D. GTINSBIRG
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FTEDBACK

Werein you get to have your say--aid so do T ¢flike thisdy

TAIT R, BUTTERVORTH First off, thanits again for Dymatlron, and secondly may I

c9 LARIJITLL ROAD say how Cisapnointed T am, I can usually findsometling to
SITEADIE EULLE, disagree with in any zine, but, I an sad to say ‘rou have

UEADIE, CYRSUIRE SK8 537  let me dowm. T am stucl: for words)

UJITED KII'GDO;! There was nothing in

the least objectionable in the whole issue, not a single
outlandish idea or suggestion., T am most disappointed, &y, I am hearbroken, T
thought T could depend on you to find somethine to run avvey with but it secems I was
badly wistalen.

You lhave conformed,
Exactly what to T am no’ sure, but whatever it is

I am sure of one thing., T dontt like it. get back to being outrageous. I enjoyed
that. {fiaybe I am just getting mellow in iy old age. RTY¥

PETER ROBERTS T must applaud vour attermt to revive the ancient verb "o
6 “TESTBOURIE PARK VITTAS waint"s howover, you messed it up, sirrahi rT look for-
LOrDOw W2, U.¥, warc to Jelf XKiwnpert's mcl: wainted cover for DYIATRON &2

~ that's tle correct usage, and if anyone disagrees they
Will get the OxTord Dictionary rammed dowm their throats. (One volume at a tirme...
Speaking of idwich, T have to disagree with you on tlie “clarity and success® of
Jackie Franket's comments on science fiction. For examle, her statement that nit
does not stand to reason that, inso facto, becausc a person can vrite, he will write
good SF" is undeniably true, but hard’y Torth printing., After all, my grandmother
could write but... 3
And althougl e in Britain have long sighed over the degeneracy of
American English, Jackic Frankets line about "persons 1Adth asopersions toward literate-
nesst still takes some stomaching, evon if itt!s nossible to deduce the mcaning from
Tle context as mpeople Aitlh asnirations to literariness.n
So, Tt'm afraid Jackie Franke

would fail an Enzlish course; but she might well pass a science Tiction one, judging
0y Pat lMeCrawr's letter. (See how ncatly T'm twing together this loc? 71111 beat you
eb, Glicksohnl) This is one moint on thich I firmly agree :ith you, Roy - from what
've seen, sf courses in schools are casy options for those who arc likely to fail
tandard English. Pat jeCrar savs this isntt true and that she for one failed stu-
ents in an sf course she taug™t. Wiy? Because they "refused to omen a book!, Yes,

1

they actually had to read a book to pass. Gosh, whal high standards}

0w

;ind you, T have

to admit that 18m envious. After all, I had to wade through Picrs plovman and that

asn't exactly fascinating, @ood for you, though - like cold showers and ten mile

TURS/giea .
As for your concluding rerarks on the spread of fanzines outside fandom itself,

surely you're missing the mein point? jamely that collectors, dealers, librarians,

and other mercenary beings will move in and buy up aged (and even recent) fanzines

thercby deoriving fandom of its old fanzines andits personal heritage. T knoir that's

one of'the major fears that Harry Warner has voiced, and T also lmow thatis already

Lappening: there arc several clderly fanines ‘hich arc now priced by mundanc standards

(limited first editions) because they lhapnen to contzin some oddment by a newly re-

Spectable or cult author. These fanzines are virtually unobtainable now - theytve

left fandom and disappearcd into some collectorts attic or library vault, And they've

gone for hard cash too - T was recently offered £2.00 (310 or so) each for sore old,

but not particularly rare fanzines, and itts hard to refuse that. Fananes can be

worth a lot of money ~ and not to fans, but outsiders, So itts not a fear of censor—

ship, Roy, nor any concern over 4o dubious contents of fanzines, but rejher the
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.
inereasiig possibility of a Big Discovery of fanzine thatt!s vorrving me. Tt!s a
ready-made ficld for bird-brairred collcctors fiwo've anassed all the starms, beer mats,
and matchbox labels that tlicy can.
{frhat is a distinct possibility. iJe are getting more and more of that tympe
around the fringes of fandom. The prograiming for Dcn larkstein's morld Faan
Conventiont malkes it appear to be more of a "pop culture" event than onec re-
lated to science fiction. // T expect that English English and American Tng-
1ish i1l diverge rather rapidly due to the de-emphasis of literaty in thi
country, TWe even have university professors declaring that reading isn't
neeessary amy more, Iany secondary schools no longer teach; they have be-
come a kind of institutionalized social c¢lub where young pcople go to be
amused., The student who genuinely wants to learn has a hard time of it and
imst do most of it outside the regularly scheduled classes., Far to many uni-
versities, particularly the state-supported schools, huve gone along wi th the
idea that cverybody should have a degree, earned or not, A few are belatedly
attemoting to increase entrance requirements which lias brought a nrotest from
the people in charge of the secondary sclvols. When one talks to school ad-
ministrators about the uncducsted mobs they are turning out the usual reply
is, mihat are we to do with them? e have to kecp ‘thiem'in school until they
are 18 and you cantt force them to learn. At least it lkeeps them of T the
streets." Tt is rather frightenine.)

DOI BRAZIZR Someday there may be a FAI'ZTIT REGISTRY BEUREAU to which all
1455 FATIVALIZY DRTVE  faneds must.
S TOULSy 40, 63131 1. Buy a perwit.

2., Submit a cony of the current issue.

3. 7ait for mailing apvoroval ard the aporopriater number
to add to the mailing side of the zine, no closer than 1/8 inch to or no furtier than
1/2 inch from the postage stamp,

L. Aand a list of subscribers/readers sent to tle

1

bureau after the mailing,

DATWIS BISEITEXS 3 days from date of postmarik (6th imay) aintt bad. But T recall
L13 HATTHORITE AVE, the LOCUS which arrived before the postmarked date.
AMES, ICWA 50010 Hey, I re-

nmerber "old ian Atomt! 1949, vou say? That was my first year
in the states - I was reading Buck Rogers in borroved Sunday funnies. You recall the
football game vherc Buck (I believe) leaped from the head of the old automaton onto
the ball,..but no SF yets budgetary dirfficulties. ;
Still, T was destined to be a fan,
I recall a radio program T heard in 194l in German-occupicd Iatvia, about a rocket
trip to the moon. (At the end, it turned out a dream, as the rocket was about to
crashi). A few years later, in Germany, therc was a marionettc play about a rocket to
:ars. So at length Heinlein and the early Conllin anthologics...
; 8pecaldng of flood-
gates of membory, didnt't Snowball At Derilheclion in the June AITALOG remind you of var-
ious George 0. Smith storIes, vimtage IVU57 (T read them in 1955.)

If the ability to
stay awalke all night is the sign of a true fan, T am not one. T tried it at ny Tirst
few conventions: it took me a week to recover {rom the Detention. At Ifinicon 10
last month, T turned in between one and two a.mes Sober lo fighting heredity: T am
Just naturslly for tlie temperate life. e g

£¢In my case it isntt heredity - it is age. Tm getting too old for all
night sessions. RTYY {




“ODTE OFFUTT Every agr and thea I write poctry, Ti's usually real moody
j¥;‘1H“{Ff‘~?' TG stuff, tle rosult of sowme sort 93‘.’ trauma, Fortunatgl;i, i
FOIBLBSAAL’ KEITUCK dontt suffer mmech trauma, Or, itts very clever s and funny,
1 inspirsd, Put vriting proctry is hard work., T find it ex-
tremely mentally btaxing. o, 1tm not autting you o - It giad T con't have tc make
dy living writing poetry. 7Ttd ratler turn tricks.
Did you sce David ‘cCallum as the

Invisible man? - jeither did il

Tic thing that gots me about Castenada is that after
all that time (yearst) and 21l those books s hets not wiliing to say whatts what.
Youtd thiak lLe'd be nrevnared to be positive about some of that stuff!

You !mov,
youtre right, {{iaturally.3} Tin 997 middle class and my "dabble in the offbeat algd
glamour" coiisisted receatly of teacling a weekly Yoga class at tlie nublic TSbramsren
ten weeks. Ty voungest daughtor et irith me most of tic time ; Mssy says I was a
"cool yogini.n

£{vcs, Well. Whatever that nay be., Certainly good noetry is hard worle—which
is why there iy so little of it around theso days. Far too many '"nocts" (fan-
nish or othermrise) tlink "poetivt eoasists of nuttiiig words on »aper in a

non-linear fashion and if the meaning is obscurc so ruch the botter. ilone ¢33

BEIl P, TiDICK Dox't you realise, if you get that free trip yourll have tos

428 saGA: ORE AVE: (1) pay to take along your ife and lher nct ehilmaha
gl';péé%cx’ L7 JERSTY (2) buy a new suit (finally@) (acd her a new suit, coat,

hat, galoshes and a bumbershoot)

(3) talke many wictures whiicl: must be subsequently wnaid for

(L) get smallpox shots : ' !
Dalnis writes nobly, but, in truth,

(1) it took wvriters a long tine to escane sugar-ccated science vriting

(2) vriters of sinceritr must mdrror their are and cven its writing-veogue styles.,

Hopefully, a genuine science (or fantasy in straight Tantesy) will permcate their

worlt, but this is an age wiich tends to drovm humanism in psychology. T suspect most

vriters, ineluding SF writers s @rc pro-humanism. <{£But the scarch for knoirle dge is

a human cliaracteristic.yy

SMTBL LG Page 3: shouldntt bhat be whrekleklel ek X, NX"? Aristoph-
30X L9L6 ancs has a more antique authority than K. 7innison. ££Thatls
PATRICK ATB, FIA., for the birds.}y And tpam my irord, 18d-a thought wetve got
32925 cnough ad hoc committees without £BOfndm adding to them and

comritting the heinous sin of mixing bocl beer it hock wine,
even if ‘onlyr metaphiorically, T got 2 zine From tho Ontario SFC, a clubzine, called
STIAPSE, not longz a2go. T guess fand ne names fellow tlhe old heraldic rule that itts
not permissible for nore than one nerson in the same coutry to bear the same arms,
but it is permissible for people in different countries to bear the same arms, wlhich
1s why ihe Hay Earls of Zrrol and the Hay arls of Carlisle in scotland and England
respectively, can bear thc same arus, namely Argent, tl'ree escutchcouns gules.

Dainis pisenicks' article vas rigit goed - so thoro, in fact, that T findit hard
to make any renetrating remarks about it. But T Bhare his dislike for authors who
arc 100 lazy to make their characters any but 20th century Furo-Americans, no matter
iia? the novel is set in the past (historical novels) -or the future (SF, typically)
or 1n a distant present (exotic settings). It takes a very good autl:or to male his
vriting and !ds characters it the times tley arc summosad to te in. Robert Graves
is quite successful at tils. For cxammle, in his novels set in Cl7 England and ¢18
America, he was careful to use vrords only of those periods.

- {/’é ‘



Hm, T sec by my records that I've alrcady discussed thc aptlantis question vrith

you at length. But your sunken land in the ptlantie is a False lead, Tt afraid,
since the eontinental shelf around Africa is narrow, and the contincnts of iorth Amer-
ica and Eurone and pfrica have been thousands of miles apart for millions of years
now, and the Cape Verdes and the Cenaries and the Madieras were never considered pAt-
lantean even by the Ancients, So your atlantis theory isntt ras goocd as any other."

Denny Iien: T supposc VERTEX is printed on a flatbed press...and JOEBTUS TRIP
1s vrinted on both sides of its pages...and RAIDOI is highly organized,..and the Os-
teen Pniversity Press is not located in Qsteen...

{€The narrowmess of the cortinental shelf is a relative matter. What is

harrow? T did not imply any connection betireen Americen civilizations and

Atlantis, merely that the leso-american civilizations were exammles of a

high stone age culture.}) Y

lorm HOCHBERG Itve been trying to figure out a few things: 1 - why itrs
69 FIPTH AVE., ATT LF, taken me two months to get ard loc DYIATRON 61, and 2 -
MEMESIORIC, " 1, Y. 10003 what HORT stands for.
he anstrer to the first davns on me -~
Itve been working FULL time on a film for General Flectric as irell as involved in a
lengthy set of preperations for ny wedding to a non-fan (fortunately, or unfortunate-
1y, depending upon your view of things),
The solution to wnuzzle #2 is more clusive,
Honorable 0ld Roy Tackett? pHorrible old Roy Tackett? Woary 0ld Roy Tackebtt? His
'Onor Roy Tackett? reavenly 0ld Roy Tackett? £{rRight the second time: Horrible
0ld Roy Tackett, an appelation T acquired from ai Elenhant.33y
The question iss are
you old? {{Yup.}} ‘And, if so, Wiy? {£{Becausc of the miles.}} I thousht fans were
all young. <€7ell, most fen have never progressed beyord adolescence mentally. s
As
to whether fans eventually settle dovm to a2 safe job ~ Ttm not sure that that isnit
true of almost anyone. True, lots of people scttle down to safe jobs almost immnedia-
tely. And some fans perenially scem to drift betireen jobs (Andy Porter just lost his
Job in P ¥, - vhich is not perennially but..., many fans are also pro writers with
less than secure giels, e
T do think that most neople eventually sccure themselves in a
relatively safe position. Very for ncople (fans included) can take ti:e up-and-dovm
insecurities in jobs vrithout such security.

Jaclkie Frarke surc does get excited about
thls SF busiress (and T an putting those two capital letters in bigger cans), doesntt
she. T agrec irith scme of what slic savs ("SF is a gestalt, after all.v) but T find
that stateuent interesting in the light that she spells PIQT -rith 2ll upper case let-
ters. T read and enjoyed The Disnossessed wit-out realdy fine 3§ 5fe. T eai=Read
The lote in God's Eve, an ST woTrk = Ho daoubt, or Ringworld, without enjoying it . Ttve
liade Thesc same nolnts to Ilank Davis and others, But T don't feel that one gets en-
Joyment frem purcly one sources - plot, theme, style, characterization, etc. Espe-
cially for me, cnjoyment comes from watching the writer capably juggle all of tle se
diverse elements. Good vriters do it better tlan poor imiters.

Rah rah rah Jodie
Offutt. Iore booksheXl spacel Someome whould make/edit/publish/uritc a book like
THE THOLE FAIIISH CATALOG which would list manufacturers, ideas, and building plans
for all fannish needs, ircluding(expaindable) bookshelves,

' And T1'd like to say hello
to Jake, Chester, Darrell, Bill, Gil, Sheryl, Ieal, Ross, Ben and tle otlers in the
TAHF. Be assured that though no one (save HORT - whoever that is) can reads your
letters, someone is reading your namcs. {ohve
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RARRY WARITER, JR. Yomr readiag list flabbergasts me. Tt comtains as much his-

423 SUIAT AVE, torical writing as Ttve read in tle last eizght or ten yearu,
HAGIRSTQ/1, ID, perhans, unless you should somehow count biogranhies and bools
21740 about movies and such thing as history. ‘atter of fagls= I

doiit renenber reading anything on your list excent fcr The
“lieels of If many vears agoy and T dontt think any of the books are in the staclks of
nnread stuff,

You may be losing some of the surface noise on the taped versions of
“hose o0ld records through a slight loss of wtremely high freouencies. Juch of the
steady hissing and snasmodic cliclking that comes from worn old 78's is rich in very
high frequencies, and the record companies that transfer them te Ipts usu=lly utilize
a filter which electronically removes the sound Where it hertz the most. Since 78
rom records didntt eanture the higlest audible portions of tle reprcduced swsic,
there'!s no great clenge in the musical content. Your little essa-— on 0ld Jan Atom
siiows how things are changing, thoush. The last time that a local radio station
caused a fuss by banning a record in HJagerstown was the time sbout a year ago vhen
one station refused +o nrogran that Canadian vriterts spcken necan of vraise to the
United states. 7T think this is lmom technically as a 180 degrec turn in national
attitudes to stufr,

Iucidentally, T as playing sore old recently a~quired 78ts my-
self last weel: ard T encountered a wonderiul mystery., An old Patle disc containin
Vernon Dalhart sounds + ny ears as if therets a drunm beatving time for his country
music, and everytling Tive read about country music indicates that drums are a modern
heresy that was decades in the future wien this was recorded. Jut Tm not “ures it
could be a foot, tapping the time or cven a double bass being plucked on notes too lew
to be audible as specified frequencies,

Tt!'s curiously hard to comment on Dainis
Bisenicks! article He scunds so authoritative on ever— tonic he brings un, and my
Imowledge of the totality of mundane fiction contains £0 many enormous gans that T
would nrobebly male even more of a fool of myself than normally if T tried to expouind
on his points. ;

Jon Carlts defense of the mostal service overlooks the fact thet first
class nostage, vhich he says would rise 007 to finance improverents, will have ad-
vanced 100, in all probability, by tle end of this vear: re-orts indicate a 12 cents
mnimun fee for first class nil, compared with three ceats a ihile bacl:., I dontt
think anyore comtends first class mail hendling hias improved along ~rith the higher
rate, TIt!'s the same old argunent that was used vhen the big encrgy crisis struck:
if the nrice of gasoline goes high enoush, consurmtion vAll go cdovn, we were assured,
So it's almost doubled in a feuwr vears and it has beqgun to climb again and the last T
heard, Cconsurption was greater than ever. Raising the postage rates opens the door
to enormous nrescure for higher salaries for nostal werkers, negating most of the
increased income, just as the higher gasoline rates affected the cost of living which
1s a major factor in cdeternining rrages and union contracts, and therefore neonle had
more money to snend on the more exnensive gas.

If melting glaciers caused Atlantis to
g0 uncer, wouldn't this wrocess have been quite tedious and stretched-out? Unless
you consider it an island +hose inhebitanis somehow hadntt develoned t'e knack of
sailing long distances, there should have been plenty of time for the more timid in—
habitants to flee to safety on some other lamd mass, as they saw their homeland
vanishing under the water over the years, Tf some of them did escape, then there
should have been some survival of their lmovledge, languare, crafts, and such things
in the area vhere geogranhical considerations forced t-em to go.

Jeffrev Kipper is
either a new name or an old one whom iy leaking remory has let loose. T liked his
cover, anyway, more at third and forth glance than at first glance. Tt looks stiff
and awiarard at First, and then if looked at a few more times it begins to look more
effective that way, something like tle details of a section of a freize or a friezer
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or whatever they spell the things thet run along tie big buildine at the noint where

vhe wall says to the ceiling, "T11l meet vou at tl:e corner.h
{{¥es. Thatever. NHad a few problems with Jeff Tinoert!s cover, Tt was
somewhat oversize to begin with and Albq Duplicater Suaply, being a Gestet—
ner Louse, seems to have mroblens getting tlings high up on the i hele
electrostencils, Dunno if this is a flaw ir their technique on in thair
machines. Thichever, T invariably lose the bottom on full-nagc electro-
stencils, T should, I sunpose, look for a new place to have my ek ctro-
stencils nade.

T rote that some official has recommended that first class
nostage be cut to 85¢ and the cost of 2d, 3d and Lith class raised. Tirst
class is overnriced, he says, because it is used to subsidize the others.
The system is strange. You noted that %62 toolz 16 davs to reach you but
it reacled Peoria and other exotic points in the 1i2dle~west in only 3
days. I summose that the basic nroblem is the sheer volume of tle mail
these days. The direct-mail advertising comes out of the areca around
Chicago by the trainload. And the proud boast of the USPS is tiiet its
new business-lilie overation las managed to reduce the number of nostal
erployees by many thousands. Iess neople atterpting to handle more mail
equals decreased efficiency.

The idea that incressed cost of gasoline
results in less consumtion might work if we had a decent system of »ublic
transportation in this country. mich we don't and tliere is, seemingly,
little being done tc establish one. Tt revresents only a finsncial hard-
shin for most of us, particularly here in the west where the distances
betieen where e are and where we want to go are relatively far. T have
attermted to cut bacl on driving as muclh as possible but that really
hasntt amounted to much. The result is that morey budgeted for other
things has had to be diverted to gasoline. The oil commanies are getting
richer at the expense of other industries and that mey have “ad some
bearing on the "recession".

Chamber of Commerce types around here are
beginning to show some concern. A large percentage of Jew lexico!s in-
come is from tourism and the higher costs oi gasoline (nlus the 55mnh
speedlimit) is having a2 marked effect on the number of tourists. nd
that hurts., As an example, onc large motel chain which lhas/had two
motels in Albuquerque had plans, about three years ago, to build a third
on the west side of the city. Those plans have been abandoned ard the
chain has sold onec of tle two others. All o7 tlat has quite an effect--
a cutback in planned construction means that construction worliers are
out of a job...it spreads,

If we »ostulate that Atlantis was located in
the lfediterranean basin then the inundation could have been rather sudden.
There is a ridge betwecn the »illars of Hercules which could have served
to block a lowered Atlantic Qcean. Then sea level rose it would have
spilled over this natural dam. T doubt that trere were any advanced
sailing techniques around the end of the last glaciation. And as for
the survival of language and culture-—perhaps it did...at least until
the Aryans migrated into western Turope ,

Tgad! All that is left of this
page is a few lines for Ed Cox to doodle in.33
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In case some keenly obseivant read=p ic woidering what happened
to pages 18 anad 19-~they were viinted in the 37th Cnrop Dimension.
Complete with a typo there,

Since completine paze 2 we have had some
second thouzhts on the price cof future issues., 50¢ ig a bit hizht at
the moment, Sterting with the next issue Dynatron will cost 35¢ each
or three for one dollar. Or a trade. And considerins some of the
Stuff that has come in of late I want to point out that I have no in-
lerest in comix fanzines and willl not trade for them,
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